


PREFACTZ TO HANDBOCK

To the recaders of the Whippet News and friends we would
like to preseant for your usc the beginning of the Whippeteers
Handbool. !Many wecoplc onterring the whippet “orld for the first
tine have always had hundreds of questiens, as to how do you gct
your dog tc course or chasc a rabbit tail, winerc do you get those
colorful racing jackects or what if your dog runs on a track with
gravel, what do you do about xeeping his paws from being sore or
his Dads frem being torn, Theose are but a few of the problems
that confront the novice and in scie cases somcone that has been
in dogs for awhile still has questions. We hve tried to compile
sone of this information in a bocklet form so that ¥you can use
this as a ready rofercnce.

We would lilic %o thank the people who have cortributed so
mc of their tire =33 oiffevt to coizpiling *this infornaticn: To
P 53y Elaeksisn. weo Lis becn in WLl Tens and we n i
Whizpets,; for many ysars, for his contributisn on tralnlng. To
Mr. 3111 T2tzlaff for nls diagrams and infornation on the constfuction
of tne racing boxes. This alons takes wore than a passing knowlcdge
in carpentry work, Many hours were spent over the drawing board
before ever a hamncr or nail was picked up. To Mrs. Judy Morgan,
for her pattierns on the construction of racing jackets. As this is
an important piece of equipment. An ill fitting jacket can bLe the
cause of your winning or losing a dcg race. :4nd to Mr. Gary Morgan,
who has been in dogs for more yecars than he cares to rencmher, for

n

nis schenatics on the <i-ctric lure. This particular pienc of
cquisrent is tbe ?PVf4wtion of yrur truiniug program and onc of the
nort izportant picces of squinment at a razi nscel,

To the rﬂonTe e oned abcve the Diltors szy thaniz yvou
apstn for your efiorts anid wo sincerely nope You will thank then too
for f{lnally putting in yoor hands a source of information. Wo lnow

that cnly a few of your gucstions may be answered or we nay have

forzotten some but we have made an inroad into setting up a rctrercnce.

THE EDITORS OF THE MWCC
ANTIOCH, ILL.



GENERAL TRAINING- HINTS A | T
BY: SILUYN BLACKSTONE . . -

A winning Vhippst on the race track is, for the most part, due to
it's genctic zeke-up. A Whippet running at the peak of it's

ability is strictly up to you. Tirst pick lines that have been
proven to producas speed. There is no tricd and true way of making

a choice, but this is cecrtninly the biggest contributing factor:
Bloodlines ! Do.not. pick a short coupled animal, or one that is too
well bent in the stifles. Ths back should be loag, covering a lot
of ground; thigh nuscles broad; longshoulders with good angulation
will contribute to greater reach and stride; pasterns should not

be straight but should be flexible to give adaptability to the. track
surfzce; the feet should not be like cats'! feet but should be well- "
knuoiod witia thick vada,

Training should begin at -the puppy level, as soon as intcrest is
disglaycd, to savage the lure,. play tug-of-war, catch, etc.

This wilT save much work later con. For the next step, add the lure
to a pic:e ¢f string and dros it in front of the pup, cnticing
uion it. Do remermber to use more than one type of lure,
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»$ 1et 1t be czuent. The pole with the lure attached to
approxi::tcl, six fcct of cord is next. Swecep the lure in circles
Just =head of the dog, deing careful not to go to grcat a distancc.
You'll have to lezrn to read your dog's fatiguc ratie. It is batter
to have then orov (put th: drakes on) the lure than to out’: v:iance
them to creatly And acalvays, let them cateh it rezulariy;

+
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Thay shoval rapidly progress to the point of avidly chasing cven

the bar: string., It is of great importance that they be on the lurec

by the time they arc 12t ocut of thoe training track. Once you

start using the pole, it is time to start pointing cut to the young

pups that there is a tims for business-like behavior and a time to

piay. DO not practice litter-mates together unlcss you are positive

they will be fully =zttentive to the lure. It is far nore

preferabls to run them individually. Teach your dog to adapt to

strangc things before you gct it on the track. VYou can nuzzle-

(racing-type) brake hinm at homle or in the car. Lilso, acquaint hin

vith the warming blankst and racing jacket. Teach hin to walk on a

loosz lead. Adapt him to anything that will track him to conscrve’

his efforts and energy for chasing the lurc. )

At the training track, therc arc a coupls of things to keep in mind.
It is better te run your dog frequently for shorter distances than
for less frequent longer distances. The first time you use a
mechanical drag lure (hand-operatad or motor-driven), do not just lay.
the lure in a dead heap directly in front Take the lure past hin,
on down the track, and then run it past and release the dog just

as 1t goes by. It is still. greatly preferred that they catch the
lure rather than have it run away from them. Another point that I
consider important, if the dog catches the lure and somehow gets his
teeth into it and does not want to let go, DON'T discipline hinm in an
effort to get hin to release it. :



You rust have rcdication for the eyes. Wipe them clean after every
race, just as you clean the feet aftzr cvery roce. Dust particles
inflame the cyes easily. Be alert and preparc to treat it.

Obviecusly, your "kit" will grow as you come across nceded itemss
There is nothing more discouraging than to drive a long way only
to find a =minor injury, that could have been treatable at track-
sida, causing you to scratch your entry. - Try to foresec every
possibility.

Psychology plays an inportant part in getting a peak performance
from your Whippet. Have your compctitor as mentally preparcd as
o is physically. In fact, when onc gives it a groat doal of
thought, th¢ mental sidé of it is probably more innortant. Think
about the different types of terrain thesc mects are run over.
Boxes are- another item as some of the old types are to dark and
confusc the dog; some times the door does not rise high and cut of
sight” and can distract, or the door moves to slow.

In conclusicn, rcmenboer that the mentzl and physical rcquirenents
of a handler to put-a top-flight racer on the track arc greators
than any other segment cf the breeds, Be willing to improvisc
according to cach individual animal. 3EST OF LUCK!



Race Mgect 2

can scc it is quite possfbld for 2 D dog with 5 points to cnd up in.
a high point rzce only: Five pointe for first, 5 for Znd, Z-1/2 for
3rd, .2 for fourth, 1-1/2 for 5th and | for 6th place.

The 3rd and 4th hecats arc sct up in the same manner as the second.

Puppics 2rc scored 5,3,Z for thc first hcat with no high point
racc. In the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th hcats, fthe high point race is est-
ablished and it is sccrod 8,5,3.

An ownér has certain roesponsibilitics in any race mecet. His
entry should be scnt in on time and be complcte with all the infor=-
mation requested. The birthdate and sex are quitc important for
trophy information., Sizc of coursc is impnrtant. If a2 dog has been
mcecasured 3 times as zn adult, this should be stated foo. 1t nced
not be measurcd again. lf a limit class is availabiec and thc dog
qualifics, include this. Any special class should be cxplaincd on
the entry. There is usually not an extra fce for oxtra classes,
with the exception cf Futurity or somctimes a swocpstakes. Thesc
have special rules and arc so specificd. '

I+ is +he cwner's responsibility to check the board as soon as it
is up, to be surc all his dcags arc listed. }¥ one has been omitted,
the sccretary should bu notificd immediately, since she is NOT res~
ponsiblce for dogs omitted. I'f a dog is left out.of a hcat, it is not
2llowed to race farther for that mect, so it's important fto check.
Errors-can happen, cspecially when the secretary has many things to
do. :

Recing movcs faster if owners have their own jackets. |f moves
faster if owncers have their dogs rcady beforc the hcat begins, esp-
ccially if thcy own scveral dogs. ©0DO0GS SHOULD BE AT THE PADDOCK
AS SOON AS THEY ARE CALLED. THE PARDOCK JUDGE MUST BE TOLD AS SOON
AS THE OVNER AMD HIS DOG HAVE ARRIVED AT THE PADDOCK. An owncr with
dogs in consccutive rcces con have somconce hold onc while he ‘takes
the other one down. All dogs zre to be MUZZLED before they are
relcascd from the paddock. The only cxception to this rule, and
IT MUST BE SO STATED ©Y THE SECRETARY, is when thc hecat is cxtreme
and the sccrotary deems it better for the welfare of the animals.

All dogs should go to the boxoé at oncc. Dogs are put in the boxcs
and the owner must roturn to beyond the finish linc, fo catch his
dog. It's not advisable to stand close'fto the finish line as the

dogs will slow down as they approach. This couid causc a dog to
foosc his nlacing or worsc, ceuse sorious injury by hitting an-own-
er. Dogs should bc caught and taken into the paddock before their
muzzles are removed. -

Owncrs arec, of course, not allowed to stay at the boxes but whon
walkers are uscd instead of wencrs, it is sometimes permitted for
them to leave the track area and return during the race.

The officials nceded fto olerate a racc meet are many and they
too, must be trained. The Box Operator and Lurc Operator must work
together. The lure must be kept in front of the dogs without let=-"".
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Race #MceT 4.

6. Class. ARM, dogs mceting The shaow standard for height, ctc.
1s writicn in fthe standard of the brocd. Fuppy, doas under 14
months of =52 ond over 6 months. Limit, d¢egs under o specific
heignt. Hurdlc, dogs who will jump cver barricrs placed across the
+rack. Qpcn, dogs under 24 inchos at the snoulder. Coursing,
mcchanical rabbit, in 2o zig zag cours. over a straight onc.

7. Track. Ov5|ru' lenath 250 yoros, 200 for the specific course
with 50 yards or less to stop.

8. Jacket. A garmcat wurn by The ©3gs cf specific coler for the
position hc is placcd in fcr a rocc. Siv colors for six numbers.
9. Muzzlc. Made of lcather or plastic preferrably to protcceT the
dogs whilc racing. Hus® v made with adequate air spacc 2nd nof

causc the dog brecathing nroblems.,

10. fPace Sezretery. Individual respcncible for taking cntrics,
voerking the paper dutics roqdired, repsrting results fo The Waf'l
Racc Scocrctary, and The Whippet News.

{1. *Mcasuring Committco. Thres people whe mcasure and rccord with
the sccrcetary the height of cach dog in the meet,

12. Judges Shoets. Papcrs uscd by finish line or foul jud&cs 7O
rccord frc £inish or foul in & racc.

13, Lurc. tachine uscd To pull fox +3i) or fur or such object as

might causc the cags 1o chasc.

|4. GCaxcs. Enclosure for ¢ogs vo race
start. Each doq is placcd in z2n indivi
+he numter on his jocket.

5. Scerc SheeTs. These give dcgs noms, CGWNors nome, corrcspending
jacket numbur, finish, >oints weon, coints ~ccunulated and total
poinTs.

i6. Pcints: Placcment of doas in 2 racc resul T

givina cach 2n cqual
| stall corresponding to

in points given
for the firat 3 places in grodcs & Taru D and to all 6 nlaces
for A or high pciat adult racus. Puppy races fsr 3 places at all
Times.
7. ARI'Pcints: pPo.nts 2awarded toward 2 meri+t award for dogs who
win a Haeticnzl point moct. IS pninfs juvo s merit award cnd this
dog mzy no lcnger recuive pcints towars the award t+ho he may still

cempate and win cother prizes. Th; p01n+s move dewn to the next dog
in 1 ne. Points vary with the sizc cf ihe meeT, ie/ decgs entcrcd
in ARM class.

18. Foul: The turn of thc hecd off the lure, contact with intent
and turn of the hcad.

19. Bump: Legal contact with another dog, withcut turn of heaod.

20. Unsightcd: Dog or degs lcosing sight of the tlurc.

21. Rerun: Repeat of a specific race.

22. Prop Dcg cnficipates finish linc or change in direction of
lure causing him to btegin to slow down boefore the ond of the race.

25. F|n|sh Line: Marked line across the track, 200 yards for
adults, 150 yards for puppies-from The boxcs.



ELECTRIC LURE
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